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  CIC 36 
Declarations on Formation of a 
Community Interest Company 

 
 
 Company Name in full 

 
THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF CEMETERY 
FRIENDS CIC 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Community Interest Company 

  
 

SECTION A:  COMMUNITY INTEREST STATEMENT – beneficiaries 
1. We, the undersigned, declare that the Company will carry on its activities 

for the benefit of the community, or a section of the community.  
 
The Company’s activities will provide benefit to individuals and groups of 
individuals who have an interest in the appreciation, preservation and 
conservation of cemeteries, churchyards and other burial grounds within the 
United Kingdom, who will be Members of the Company. 
 
 



 

 

 

COMPANY NAME 
THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF CEMETERY 
FRIENDS CIC    

 
SECTION B: Community Interest Statement – Activities & Related Benefit   
 

Please indicate how it is proposed that the Company’s activities will benefit the community, or 
a section of the community.  Please provide as much detail as possible as to what the 
Company is being set up to do. It would be useful if you were to explain how you think your 
company will be different from a commercial Company providing similar services or products 
for individual or personal gain. 
 
 

Activities 
(Tell us here what the Company 
is being set up to do) 
 

 
How will the activity benefit the community? 

(The community will benefit by…) 
 

 
The Company will act as an 
umbrella organisation for 
Cemetery Friends groups 
around the United Kingdom 

      
Members of the community will benefit by having access to a 
network of Cemetery Friends groups around the United 
Kingdom with whom they can share ideas, information and 
experience in order to improve the work of their own group. 
 
The Company will facilitate this networking and, through its 
own knowledge, will be able to link particular groups and 
individuals for mutual support over specific issues. 
 
 



 

 

 
The Company will provide 
individual advice and support 
to Cemetery Friends groups 
 
 
 

 
Members of the community will benefit from the experience and 
expertise of the Directors of the Company, who collectively 
have a wealth of knowledge in all areas of cemetery and burial 
grounds appreciation, conservation and preservation.  The 
Directors will be able to call upon the expertise of external 
groups and individuals for specific or complex issues requiring 
more detailed knowledge. 
 
Support will be available covering all aspects of cemeteries and 
burial grounds including, for example: 
 

 Setting up and managing a Cemetery Friends group 
 

 Protecting and promoting their sites by considering, for 
example, biographies, monuments, recording 
inscriptions and incorporated associated burial records, 
the landscape, nature and the history of burial 

 

 Encouraging groups to be environmentally aware and to 
consider the biodiversity and other environmental 
aspects of their sites 

 

 Establishing and maintaining links with local cemetery 
managers, councils, churches and other interested 
parties 

 

 Establishing relationships within the local area to 
encourage more interest and participation by the local 
public 

 

 Identifying potential sources of funding 
 

 Applications for funding from grant-awarding 
organisations such as the National Lottery and private 
enterprise 

 

 Legal issues regarding cemetery and burial ground 
ownership, management and development. 

 
  



 

 

 
 
The Company will provide a 
range of easily accessible 
information to its community 

 
Members of the community will benefit by having access to 
accurate and up-to-date information covering all aspects of the 
appreciation, conservation and preservation of cemeteries and 
burial grounds. 
 

Information will be provided by the Company through a 
comprehensive website which can be accessed by members 
of the community and the general public.  This will be updated 
on a regular basis to reflect changes in the law and to address 
national and local issues as they arise. 
 

The Company will publish printed materials to provide 
guidance on the appreciation, conservation and preservation 
of cemeteries and burial grounds.  These publications will be 
available for purchase by members of the Company and the 
general public. 

 
The Company will encourage 
members of the public to 
become more involved in their 
local cemeteries and burial 
grounds with a view to 
recruiting more members into 
the community 

 
The Company will co-ordinate a series of events taking place 
at individual cemeteries and burial grounds around the United 
Kingdom which are intended to generate interest in the site for 
the benefit of the wider local community. 
 

The Company will provide a benefit to the community by 
arranging centralised publicity and branding and facilitating an 
exchange of information between members of the community. 
 

 
The Company will provide at 
least one opportunity per year 
for members of the community 
to meet together to exchange 
ideas and knowledge 

 
The Company will arrange at least one national gathering per 
year, hosted at a different cemetery on each occasion.  This 
will benefit members of the community by allowing them to 
experience a range of cemeteries and burial grounds and take 
part in a guided tour identifying historical and ecological 
aspects of the site. 
 

Members of the community will benefit by being part of a 
network event which provides an opportunity to make new 
contacts, to exchange experiences and receive advice from, 
and offer advice to, other members of the community. 
 



 

 

 
The Company will represent 
members of the community at 
a range of local and national 
forums 
 

 
Directors of the Company will serve as members of local and 
national and committees and boards by invitation and will offer 
their advice and experience to those groups. 
 
Members of the community will benefit by having access to a 
range of bodies with which they can share experience and 
knowledge. 
 
The Company will not have a significant political element in its 
work and it will not have as one of its main purposes:  
 

(a) the promotion of, or the opposition to, changes in (i) any law 
applicable in Great Britain or elsewhere; or (ii) the policy 
adopted by any governmental or public authority in relation to 
any matter;  
 

(b) the promotion of, or the opposition (including the promotion 
of changes) to, the policy which any governmental or public 
authority proposes to adopt in relation to any matter; and  
 

(c) activities which can reasonably be regarded as intended or 
likely to— (i) provide or affect support (whether financial or 
otherwise) for a political party or political campaigning 
organisation; or (ii) influence voters in relation to any election 
or referendum. 

 
Where necessary, the 
Company will fund or 
subsidise the provision of 
legal advice or 
representation, with the 
consent of the Regulator 

 
Where finances permit, the Company will maintain a legal fund 
to be used for the provision of legal advice or representation in 
the event that the Directors involve the Company in litigation 
on its own behalf or on behalf of one or more of the members 
of the community.   
 
This will benefit the community by allowing members to 
consider litigation, or defend themselves from litigation related 
to their cemetery.  Such litigation may relate to, but is not 
limited to, issues concerned with the ownership of a cemetery, 
churchyard or burial ground or its potential sale or 
redevelopment. 



 

 

 
If the Company makes any surplus, it will be set aside for future use to further the aims of the 
company and to fund, with the consent of the Regulator, any necessary legal advice or 
representation in the event that the Directors involve the Company in litigation on its own behalf 
or on behalf of one or more of the members of the community.  Such litigation may relate to, 
but is not limited to, issues concerned with the ownership of a cemetery, churchyard or burial 
ground or its potential sale or redevelopment. 
 
In the event of the Company being wound up whilst still solvent the assets of the Company will 
be transferred, with the consent of the CIC Regulator, to an asset-locked body specified at the 
time by the Directors whose aims are compatible with those of the Company. 
 
  

  


